no               London Through Chinese Eyes.

just when you begin1 to get warmed up in a business pro-
position or some other mutual interest, the obliging
mistress of ceremonies comes, marches you off and then
puts you beside somebody else* The object of the hostess is
to get everybody acquainted with everybody else, but just as
you are getting acquainted, in she comes and spoils the fun!

From the social point of view, therefore, the " At Home *'
tea cannot be called a success* Surely so attractive a
function as the afternoon tea ought never for a moment to
be robbed of its charms by being partaken of in a drawing-
room* Rather it should be enjoyed as any other ordinary
meal with a substantial table and a substantial chair* Then
you need not worry about the safety of either your or some
other person's clothes, or even the preservation of your
hostess's crockery and other property* You can be at
ease and free to concentrate your attention on the conversa-
tion with your companions*

If the dining-room is not regarded favourably as a
congenial place for afternoon tea, then the hostess ought
certainly to provide each of her guests with a small tea-
table* But whenever possible, it seems that the dining-room
is the ideal place for the purpose* Of course, if the after-
noon tea is not so substantial, but consists of just a cup of
tea, like the Chinese way of drinking it, with perhaps some
melon-seeds or other nuts as hunger-appeasers, the draw-
ing-room may be a tolerable place* But, fortunately
or unfortunately for the guest, an English afternoon tea
is a small meal in itself* Therefore, to do justice to the
hostess's hospitality as well as the spirit of the gathering,
I suggest that the dining-room should always be preferred
to the drawingrroom.